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This summer, we will host six
students in a distributed REU.
Students pick their institution,

and over ten weeks, conduct an
independent research project, get
training in environmental informatics
and professional development.
There will be a data jamboree mid-
summer where all participants meet
in Albuquerque, NM, work on a
joint project, meet REUs from other
LTER projects, and learn more about
interdisciplinary research, especially

from polar researchers. An REU with

the McMurdo LTER is a great way for

U.S. undergraduate students to gain
the experience necessary to embark
on graduate studies or careers in

polar science.

Interdisciplinary Training
at the End of the Earth
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ABOUT THE
MCMURDO DRY VALLEYS
LTER PROGRAM

The McMurdo Dry Valleys (MDV) long term
ecological research (LTER) project has been
conducting research in the MDVs for the past
thirty years. We are an interdiscipinary team of
scientists from ten institutions across the US
that come together to study the aquatic and
terrestrial ecosystems in a cold desert region
of Antarctica. The MDVs represent the largest
ice-free portion of Antarctica. The valleys are
composed of glaciers, lakes, streams, and
soils and are dominated by microorganisms.
We conduct experimental work with our
monitoring to determine how this ecosystem

will respond to climate change.
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HOW TO APPLY
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